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85 OUR publik Charader 
hath drawn upon you the 


vou have the Reputation 
of an honeſt, open Mind, 
and a tordformeble Behaviour in Life 3 
cannot therefore deny my ſelf the 8a. 
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Trouble of this Addreſs + 
— the beſt Judges, 
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We 


| 4 Deny hriſi's Redem tion, and in- 
Es 22260 5 Purchaſe of « of bis Death, © 
5 5 at Lee eig, 


ereupon, e fit to call upon their 


iniſter, to declare his Faith on this 
gin a 105 for bis non-compliance here- 


ich, 2 continuing to preach. up CH. 
OR 4 45 og Pp „and fi for 


waving, geen ſo mach habove hu-. 
c Comprehenſi on, th Mr” 6 ts 
Po ſo uneaſy. to.him, * ſt end 
45 an entire Separation. 
diſſenting Congregation, in p 
105 upon à Member upon the ſame 
Jealouſy, and for want of den ob 
in his Anſwers, and his not comin ng up 
to their Standards. of Orchodoxy, did the 
charitable Mr. Bragg, their Miniſter, 
proceed in the Name of the .Congrega- 


tion, to foxbid him their Communion. © 
44 Congregations in the Weſt, 


warm on this. Account, as to 
7 upon their Miniſters to declare here- 
upon, and to give Expectations of brings 
ing Things to dach an Extremity, as would 
be not only a Scandal to the Diſſent- 


ing Intereſt 1 In particular, but to the Cbri. 
ſtan Name in general. i 
Jo put a Stop, 8 to theſs 


a Evils, it was adviſed to ſettle 
nch Articles, or enden of Commu- 
nion, 
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nion, in a large Body of Minifters, 'as. 


ſhould not juſtify any Proceedings to 
Excluſon, or Excommunieation, but ups 
on very extraordinary Occaſions; àzud 


that ſuch ſhould be ſent to their Bre. 


thren in the Country, under all poffi- 
ble Inducements of Advice, and Perfwa- 
ſion, to be received as the Meafure 


row Ds ih in all Church-Dealings . 


and Cenfures. LO 
This I am informed, was very chear- 
fully and readily complyed with; and 


due Notice was thereupon given to all 


the approved Minifters in and about 
London, to meet; and ſeveral Heads were 
drawn up to be Debated upon, and Set- 
tled, in the uſual Form and Manner of 
ſuch Aſſemblies, by a Majority ; the De- 
ciſions of «which Majority were to be 
deemed the Acts of that Aſſembly, and 
reported as fuch to their Friends and 
Brethren in the Countries, who were 


intended to be ferved and governed 


thereby, * ; - 
I need not obſerve to you, how natu- 
ral it is to expect Warmth, Heat, and a 


Behaviour that deſerves worſe Appella- 


tions, from ſuch a Convention of Clergy, 
if our Meaſures of judging may be taken 


from Precedents in like Cafes. But ſuch 


Indecencies of Zzal and Wrath as 1 
.cer R In flu- 
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| Influence upon the Iſſue of thofe Pro- 
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ceedings, and ſerved only to expoſe the 


Adors to Ridicule or Compaſſion, I ſhall 
- farbear relating to you, and take. Notice 


only of what was of ſome Conſequence 


to thoſe Debates. | 
The: moſt 1 Part, in the 


particularly the Doctrine of the Trinity, 


| By ſome it was judged neceſſary. to be 


expreſs upon the main, Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as ſet forth in ſome 
Creeds, Catecbiſms, &c. 


Faith; but theſe were oppoſed by others, 
who were for enlarging the Conditions 


| of Communion, ſo far, as to affect none of 


the ſame Faith in Eſſentials, but only 
Caſes of Imorality, and the like; who 


were for having only the inſpired Wri- 


tings, in the very Letter thereof, to be 
made a Standard of Faith, and a Teſt of 


| Church Memberſhip ;, and who were equal- 


ictates of fallible Men, in Matters of fo 
great Conſequence, and what 10 
eternal Salvation. 

But upon this Head it was, with more 


B54 againſt all Forms, Interpretations, or 
i 


than ordinary Vehemence, urged by 
ſome, to be expreſs ang: Full as to the 


Doctrine 


Courſe of theſe Proceedings, was with 
relation to ſome Points. of Faith; and 


n) order to juſ. 
tify the Purity, and Or bodoxy of thei 
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| Daftrine: of the Trinity, in 6ppoſi: lots 
the Growth of Arrianiſim, and certain Nos 
tions ſuppoſed not conſiſtent with ſeveral 
| received Crææds, Catecbiſine, and Confeſe 
| ons upon thut Point: And this was 
preſſed as, an eſſential Bomidary of Faith. 
and Communion; and without a. Subſcrip- 
tion to which; a Perſon could not be ſo 
much as ddemed. a Chiiflian, or à fit 
Member of a chriſtian Congregation. 
Hereunto were objected, not only the 
Reaſons which were before produced a- 
gainſt all humane F orms, and Interpre- 
tations, but becauſe, likewiſe, it was ma- 
king themſelves a Party with thoſe they 
were about to reconcile, and bè a Means 
rather to widen, than: heal thoſe Diffe- 


tences that had their Rife upon that a 


Account. 
In the Debates pont iis haſt Heal; 


may remember, Sir, what Pains 
were taken to perplex and diſguiſe the 
Matter in Controverſy, and to miſlead 
ſeveral in the Queſtion expected to be 
put thereupon; Thoſe on the Affirma- 
tive, That ſome expreſs. Articles, or In- 

terpretations on this Head, ſhould be 
made a Standard, &c. thought fit to pra- 
ſeribe their Belief in the Form of one of 
the Articles of the Church of England, 
oe two Anſwers in the 92 C 
B 0 techiſm; 
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„„ 
trahiſin, relating thereunto, and uſed 
great Diligence to repreſent a Refuſal 
thereof, on this Occaſion, a vertual De- 
nial of the Doctrine therein contained, 
and an abetting, and declar ing for, the 
Hereſy of the Arians. This, therefore, 
put a hard Tatk upon the Negative Side, 
to convince many, that the Caſe before 
them was not with relation to any ones 
particular Belief concerning that Doc- 
trine; but that the Queſtion to be put, 
was only, Whether any humane Inter- 
pretations thereof ſnould be made a Teſt 
of Chriſtian Communion, or the Form of 
Expreſſion only made uſe of in the in- 
Fpired Writings ; and the more effectual. 
ly to remove the falſe Light, this was 

artfully; thrown! into by the other ſide, 
many of theſe were forced to declare their 
Aſſent to, and Belief of, that Doctrine as 
contained in the mentioned Forms, but 
oppoſed only its being made à Teſt to 
others, as à Condition of their Church- 
Memberſbip, who might, perhaps, be not 
willing to be limited, or tyed up in 
their Confeſſiuns, and © Declarations ol 
Faith, to any other than the Words of 
Inſpiration. BOY 5D Frebast'c £ s 
The Conduct of ſome hereupon, you 
eannot but reflect upon with-Concern, 
The Intention of their Meeting was ok 
wid. | — | ten 


S 
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. 
ten found neceſſary to be reminded to 
them; ui. to put a ſtop to Differences al- 
ready grown ſcandalous and prejudicial 
to 41 common Intereſt as Diſſenters; 
to juſtify | the Favours then doing for 
them by the Legiſlature, in their deſer- 
ving them, by a peaceable and forgiving 
Deportment towards one another; and 
to anſwer the Requeſt of thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, who, out of a true publick 
Spirit, and a general Good, had intima- 
ted to them the Reaſons for their Meet- 
ting: But either the Zeal, the Pride, or 
Impatience in Contradiction, of many; 
threw. all theſe Regards into Neglect, 
and, with a very indecent Haughtineſs, 
did Mr. Bradbury, in particular, demand, 
Whetker that Aſſembly was to be directed 
by the Laity? With the ſame ungover- 
ned Paſſion, did another alſo aſk, Whe- 
ther they came there to be contradicted 
4 Anabaptiſt Teachers? Becauſe, it 
ſeems, ſome of the oppoſite Side were of 
that Perſwaſion. And that Perſon was 
ſeconded by an equal ebullition of Wrath 

and Indecency, againſt the ſame Deno- 
mination ; but they were retor ted upon 
with a juſt Reſentment, by one who was 
affected by that invidious Diſtindtion; 
who told them, Te Perſuns they aimed 
at, were nt Anabaptiſt Teachers, 57 
1 B 2 A K _Pap- 
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Can 'Y 
Baptiſt Miniſters, of which Name the 
75 aimed; the e 
fi Re Dojo which they diſowned. 
fter a great deal of :Bnftle, Heat, 
Invective, * over: beating Treatment: 
the Queſtion was, with great difficulty, 
put, as before limited. On the appear - 
ance of Hands, the Affirmatives, with 
Treat Triumph, aſſum'd the Majority; 
Jut a Diviſion was inſiſted upon, and 
the Negatives were to go up into the 
Gallery. While this was doing, it was 
very indiſcreetly called out by ſome 
Perſon, You that are againſt Perſecution, 
come up Stairs 1 Which was! pretty e- 
venly ballanced by one on the other 
fide, calling out, Tou that ars for the 
Do&rine of che Trinity, ftay below | 
Whereupon, Juſtice was demanded on 
both ſides for thoſe Affronts, and wil 
ful Perverſions of the Qheſtian, but the 
Pauality” of the - Offences made both 
fides relax © thoſe Demands, ſo that no 
part of their Juriſdiction was exerted 
open this Account. Upon telling, the 
Afflrmatives were 53, and the Negatives 
125 "ſo that ir was carried by à Majo+ 
rity that no bumane Compoſations, or In- 
terpretations F the Doctrine of the Tri; 
nity, Showld be made a Part of thoſe Ar- 
E of Advice, they Were met tc draw 
An agree . On 
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ok all Patience, and Deceney, and thein 
forward Leader, Mr. Hradbuuy, thought 
fit, in his great Modeſty, to call them 
the ſcandalous Majariry; talked! of Pro- 
teſting againſt the Velidity of their De 
ciſion, and required ſomewhat equivay 
lent to ai Sarutim upon the Quali cation 
of ſome Hoetira. The other, as far aa 
could be be permitted them, for Clamotm 
and Contradiction, went on in Form up- 
on further Matters laid down in the ori- 
ginal Scheuse of Paci ficat ion, and at hf 
adjour ned to that Day Seven-night.. ne. 
The Afirmatives, who ] beg leave ta 
call Orthodox, becauſe it is a Name they 
very fondly arrogate to themſelves, met 
according to the foreſaid Adjournment ; 
but, after long and ſtudied Perplexities, 
yery openly told them of their Reſglus 
tions to embarraſs all their; Proceedivae; 
without.they.: came into their Meaſurts; 
and, at laſt, reſolved ſeparately to Sign 
ſuch Forms as had been rejected in open 
Majority. After this Divifidn; ſome Qs 
vertures were made for a Re- union; but 
the Majority were too well aware of 
the Conſequences to come into them, 
and therefore proceeded in the Form at 
firſt agreed upon, till they had finiſhed 


(120 
1 purpoſely omit mentioning any Per- 
fons by Name, unleſs the ſprightly, the 
facetious, and the Orthodox Mr. Brad. 
bury; becauſe, on one Side, I amiunwil- 

Ung to let fall ſo much Cenſure and 

Reproach perſonally, as they may expect 
to meet with from the moſt equitable 
Judges, who are for Caudour, Humant- 
and a trũe chriſtian Forbearance: 
And on the other Side, I date to ſay, 
not one deſires ' Acknowledgments -of 
their Merits, im oppoſing the moſt de- 

teſtable Impoftibn imaginable, a religious 
Slavery; but a Perſon of Mr. Bradburys 
forwardneſs for Diſtinction, might p er- 
haps be picqued at being loſt in a Crowd, 
and hip'd in not being remarkable, tho? 
to his own Shame. But I ſhall have 
occaſion to do him yet further Honour, 
before I finiſh my 9 to 08 upon 
this novel Subſecc. 

Before I | firfiſh my Narrative of this 
Affair within Doors, I cannot omit ta- 
king notice with how much Pleaſure l 
heard it related concerning the Behavi- 
our of one of the Seniors of this Aſ- 
ſembly. This reverend Perſon, it ſeems, 
had been miſled by the Buſtle and Miſ- 
repreſentations of the grand Queſtion, ſo 
as to aivide with the Orthodox ; but up- 
ona Recollection of his Miſtake, at u 
0 0 


13 
following Meeting did he with great 
Chearfulneſs declare himſelf, and out of 
the fulneſs of an honeſt Heart, with Tears 
of Joy, did he congratulate: his Brethren; 
upon the noble Appearance they had 
made for chriſtian N : And tho 
he told them, as to the Doctrine occaſi- 
onally mention'd, that he concurred in 
z the manyer expreſſed by the Articles 
= offered as a Teft, yet he added, That he 
Was far from impoſing; ſuch Explications 

upon his Brethren, - becauſe: the Impo- 
fition of any Thing of humane Contri- 
vance, as neceſſary in, Matters: of Reli- 
gion, and eternal Salvation, charged a 
Defect upon the Inſtitutions and Com- 
mands of our Saviour; aſſumed a Right 
of Legiſiature; and was the higheſt Af. 
front poſſible to the inſpired Writings, 
which: alone were to be the Rule of 
Faith. This introduced a general Con- 
currence, as to the Uſefalneſs of Forms, 
Creeds, Catechiſms, Confeſſions, Interpre- 
tat ions, &c. to be uſed by all P erfons as 
they found their Capacities ſuited to be 
informed and edified thereby; but by no 
means would they allow them a Com- 
petition with the ſacred Writings, or 
to be Te of C hure h. Memberſhip.” Fe 
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„While theſe Matters were in Trihf | 
action, and by Wranglings wete drawn 
put. into a needleſs Length, one of the 
chief Ends intended by the Weight and 
Authority of their Deciſion, was intire- 
ly/friftrated. ' For three | diſſentirig Cons 
gergatiant in the Weſi-Conuntry,' proceed- 
ad to uu: Excluſion of their Miniſters; 
for their refuſing to ſubſeribe ſuch Arti- 
cles of Belief as they, by the Help of 
ſome neighbouring Miniſters had thought 
fit to draw up, and impoſe upon them as 
a Te/t.- And theſe were no leſs Men 
than Mr. Piæſne, Mr. Virbers, and Mr. 
Hallet. The firſt hath done more Ho- 
nour to the Diſſenting Intereſt, by his 
Defence againſt the Apolegy fur the Church 
England, by: Dr. Nicholfon; and many 
other of his learned Writings; than alf 
its Advocates beſides, put together; the 
ſecond has, beyond any one of his Bre- 
hren, pleaded their Cauſe; and juſtifyd 
them at a late Caprice of State, when 
the Government were beating hard upon 
them, and, as faſt as poſſible, haſtening 
their Deſtruction : And the laſt is 2 
Perſon eminent in common with the 
4wo former, for a worthy, honeſt Man, 
a good, uſeful Neighbour, and an exem- 
plary Chriſtian. Mr. Pierce, however, 
in particular, under this Circumſtance; 

has 
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wy 
has this ebmifortable Reflexion in his 
power, whenever he. pleaſes, that he 
bas 2 Parallel to His own Cafe, in 
Divine of the Eftabliſh'd Church, and to! 
wie” it is the higheſt Honour to have 
liteneſt. Mr: Pierce has ſeen the 
Chiwch's. beſt Defender, reviled and flan- 
dered in the moſt ſhameful manner; by 
thoſe in her own Communion, only be- 
cauſe with his great Abilities to plead 
her Cauſe againſt foreign Enrmiasy(thers! 
was alſo join'd an Integrity of Heart, 
that would not ſuffet any Eneroachments, 
Im pofitions;'or humane Innovations, in 
her Diſcipline, or 'Worſbip; without the 
warmeſt Oppoſitlon; and who, as mut 
as in them lay, was rendered not ane 
of then, for no other Reaſon, but that 
he was the honeſteſt amomę ſi them. Hows" 
erer, at length a vertuous Admi niſtration 
did iome Juſtice to ſo much Merit, and 
has rewarded him with one of the high⸗ 
eſt Stations in thut Church, to which he 
had done ſo much Service and Reputa- 
tion ih a lower Sphere. And it is not 
to be doubted, but ſuch a Gentleman, 
and ſuch a Chriſtian, as Mr. Pierce, will 
find more real Satisfaction, and Gomfort 
in the Friendſhip and Congratulation of 
gdod Men, and the returns of a good 


Von ſcience; than in the mean Compliance 
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to Prieftirafi, + * Bigben if Providence 
fints- not out ſome more remarkable 
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| Thus, Sir, I — 5 yen vol) this 
Relation, as it is brought to us, of the 
Laity, but thoſe who attended upon the 
| while Affair, and who think it not a 
' Breach of Confidence, or a Diſgrace to 
their Oruer, to ſubmit the Actions of the 
Clergy, to the Approbation or Cenſure 
of their Wende. And this I trouble 
with, not for ou particular In. 
forination, becauſe you had, as I hear, 
a Shure therein oe Telf, but to ob- 
ſerve to you upon a few. Heads, where. 
in this & rrir f Inpoſſtion, which (thank 
God) now is dwindling away, is high- 
ly unreaſonable ;- and to remark a little 
upon its Riſe, in order ſomew hat fur- 
ther to expoſe it the Diſlike of thoſe 
who üre yet weak e to be tainted 
And, uin the firſt Place, 1 Jefirs 
it may be asked theſe Orrbodoæ Gen- 
tlemen, What Cunception they muſt ima | 
gine the Government, and their fellow. 
Subjefs muſt have of them, when they 
chafider this Part of their Conduit? 
IDE Legiſlative Power has generou 0 
| ; taken 


e 
take off a great deal of that Load they 
groaned under, and put them upon a2 
| Foat of Liberty equal with, other Sub- 
jects, and lg for the as HA 
they now ſackling ONE anotner: JNAY, 
do that very Bill had. paſſed the 
Houſes in  Perhament,. which was for 
making them caſy frum others Impoſi- 
tions, did they begin with theſe ſpiritu- 
al Tortures,' and, as faſt as poſſible, ha- 
ſten to lay their qwn Brethren under a 
boly Bondage. What muſt thoſe of the 
all bd Communion think of theſe Men, 
who found there Di//entions therefrom 
upon the Impoſition of humane Forms, 
and Matters of humane. Contrivance and 
Authority, and yet practiſe the fame In- 
poſitions themſelves? Why may not 
their Brethren be at liberty, and be ex- 
cuſed in ſo doing, to chuſe their own 
Manner of declaring their Faith, and 
expreſſing their Sentiments of Matters 
touching Salvation, as well as they them- 
ſelves expect to be juſtified, in diſſent- 
ing from the National. Church on the 
ſame Account? And if the National 
Church may not impoſe Creeds, and Ar- 
ticles of Faith upon them, why ſhould 
they do it themſelves upon their Bre- 
thren? If a ſufficient Power was to 


tale Advantage of this Creed nne ling 
10 . * 2. 2 AR I Spirit, 


© 1 g 7 
1 and require peremptorily their 


ompliance with ſome Forms they have 
been hitherto at liberty about, upon the 


Tevereſt Penalties,” in cafe of 'refuſal, ] 
eannot well conceive what theſe. Men 
£ could habe to ſay for themſslves. 


But let it be examinid a little, from 
what Sources "this Creed-making, this 
Church -paleing Humour, muſt ariſe, 
And in this Enquiry, Three Catt- 
ſes yery readily occur to my Apprehen- 
ſions, viz. Pride,  Anavery, or kicks 
and Ent bufraſm.” 
WY. Pride 2 ve * likely to have a large 
Share in this ſpiritual Tranny. Ambi- 
tion, and Vain-Glory, may put a great 
many foremoſt 1 in theſe Impoſitions, be- 
cauſe there is room for Ditmaion and 


Preheminente, - whereas the liberty of 


f hin king, Chuſing, and Talking, as eve- 
Ty. 4185 is guided by his own Concepti- 
ons of Things, puts all reaſonable Bo. 
Inge pon a Level: In the former Way, 
4 My Faculty at Believing, and an 
ho! . 4 thereof, f f raiſe 


555 Me 


fie ions a ty Heats can > Bahre, bu 
the latter promiſes * no other "Eflioy- 
tents, beſides” What flow from 4 ol 
Mate, and. the op 6 aan” 


Hahns N. of 


gf thoſe who egvet no other Superior 
rity, than in being Wiſe and Vertugus, 


and who hate all Dominion, hut what 


ges Opportunities of making others the 
better for it. Beſides, we ſhall general- 
ly find moſt Perſons of this Complex ion 


of Faith, as obſtinate as poſſible againſt 


others carving out for them; that it is 


- £00 plain, their fondneſs for Crecut, A.- 


zicles, and Teſts, are only becauſe they 
expect a Part in the making them; and 
upon an impartial Review, I fear it 
will be faund true, that the Zeal of our 
preſent Creed, or Article-makers;\has been 


pretty much in Proportion to the Share 


they expected in comppling them. 
2. This Practice js ſo. well calculated 
ſor the ſupport; of a falſe Authority, 
which may, as far. as | ean ſee, be indif- 
ferently called, either Anauery or Prieſt- 
craft, that it is impoſſible for the Subſiſ- 
tance of that without it. The Clergy of the 
Romiſh Church have learned to play this 
Game with admirable Dexterity, inſo- 


much that the Laity have not only their 


Confeienc es, but their | Souls. too, devol> 
| yed in their Cuſtody. Ik it is once 


55 up to the Farſon to preſeribe the 
ule of my Faith, the Conſequences of 


Non-Compliance are ſolely in his Power, 
andall that's valuable in this World, may 
r —_ 8 : be 
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be demanded at Pleasure, as 4 purchi 
of the Parſoti's Sat eſt in another. But, 
in this View, all he Tricks, 'and Leger: 
de- main f Rome; ſo naturally drawn 
into the fame Proſped; that Tsun, 
no means, have any one who bears t 
Name of Proteftant, be Teen in the lame 
Pidure, 2 Tra 
— 1 Ent hui ſi 1, nieder 

of room to à Faith. 


— 


9 tives a great 
ther, without 
too hard upon his Integrity. A 


Perfon who is weak 'engugh to found 


Pretentions to à continual Inſpiration, 
a Revelation once given, may palm 
Creeds upon us every Day, becauſe. he 
has all at I Hand, and bring every 
thing immediately from Heaven: But 


this is a Diſtinction, I dare fay, theſe 
Gentlemen are not fond of coming into. 


To all thoſe who do, I am entirely for 
giving them the Liberty of venting, fo 
that they hurt not the State, nor the 
Peace of Society; and rather than do 
them the Cred af a ſerious Oppolition, 
Jam in the Opinion of a very conſidera- 
ble Author, to apply to them the Ridi- 


cule, being fully fatisfied, that Hereſy is 


much ſooner to be deſtroyed 1 ina Droll, 


than at the Stake. 
I cannot poſſibly diſtinguiſh, between 


one 3 and another, and, with. 


out 


. 


©” ay Swart acoolt _ "© 


( TO TY | 

out ftomediate by Inſtiration, no Preteilions 
of: 1 kind, eam he fupported ; none bur 
the Entbufiaft then can be allowed to bel 
4. Faith- Maler, owith any W 
If we go off from the ae Body of Inſp 
tion, we 'ntaſtt go to ſome-Bod e 
or elſe We mend . But 
it is not allowed that there ard ſuch 
Prrſons, with» what ſafety cati we leave) 
our Bibles: in Matters of Faith? Iknow! - 
no difference between one Man and a- 
other in this Caſe; and I take my kelf 
as excuſable to go to the a8 to a 
of theſe Gentlemen. What avails os: | 
Reformation, and our Renountiation' of 
the Impoſitions of Rome, if we practice 
them upon one another? It is not the 
Cruciſiæ, the Beads, ind other Pegeaantrias 
of the Romiſb Church, that is the chief 
Grounds! of Separation from them, but 
their amps. > over our Faith, theiv. 

pat ion: in Chriſt's Kingdom, a and 2 
ming oat on belongs to God, or 1 | 
diately Lash 5 Him; how then 
= we claim the ſame Power ourſelves? 
There is no Medium; if the inſpired 
Writings are defective, as to a Rule of 
Faith, and if humane Interpretations, 
humane Diciſions, and humane Forms, 
are neceſſary for our Conduct and Aff 72 
n we — as well go to Rome, as to 


any 


1 (229 | * 
y dther Kumane Authority; but if the; | 
inſpired Writings are a ſuthetent Rule of 
Faith; and we are required to adhere td 
them ſuch, and not to rely upon, or 
take Upiwith; any humane Interpretati- 
_- ohs,:as\:theb Meaſure of our Belief and 
Htactice, hen We are no more juſtified) 
in xeſting upon, ot giving heed to, a 
Cree made at Salter all, than one 
made at the Vatikan; and, to all Intents 
and Purpoles; does Mr. Bradbury, ot any 
of thoſe Gentlemen offend as much 4. 


* 


gainſt the Authority of Chriſt, in requi- 


ring a Compliance to Cræeds of their ina - 


— 


Fing, as Teſts of Faith and Orthodexy, 
as the Pope himſelf dbes, or any other 
Authority in the ramiſo Church; What 
ſigviſies the Name Pfoteſtant, and railing 
againſt Rome in Trifles, while we practice" 
among our ſelves the worſt of her Im- 
poſtures? A Man, may flatter himſelf 
with what Diſtinctions he pleaſes, but if 
he maintains the Eſſentials of Popery, as 

erery Creed-maker does, he ſhall ever be; 

in wy account, a Papiſt, and let the Or- 

. thodox of Salers-Hall get off the Impu- 
1 tation as well as they can. 

Before theſe Gentlemen, therefore, 
who diſſent from their Brethren; in ma- 
king the Scriptures only a Rule of Faith, 
and a Belief in them only, a Condition of 

| So Church⸗ 


* 
. 


Shure Memberſhip, go 99 80 furthet 
= io poſing their own Inventions, for 
hot eat Purpoſes, it 3s well if they 
would cool a, little, and confider the Con- 


es of their Conduct. Their En- 


| thoſe, rk 5 in opgp Aﬀſembly,. by 
f eee without Doors, 


> + 


Hot only tender the pacifick Schemes 
concerted for their own Advantage, as 
Fel as the; Honour of the Government, 
abortive, and of no Effect, but alſo lay a 
Foundation for all the Hardſhips, that a 
To pr, Power may at auy Time here- 
after, think fit to put upon themſelyes ; 
they can never, with any tolerable Coun- 
tenance, diſclaim againſt Perſecution, 


ſecurort For the impoſing any Mat- 
ter in Chtiſtianity, as eſſential thereunto, 


to every one who makes Conſcience o 
_focial: orſhip, and. of zcommemoratin 
the Death and Redemption of Jeſus 
Chriſt, with all of the ſame Faith in 


ET. 
4 

1 

, 
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-uſtrate the Authority of 


which they are now labouring for, will 


who, in their Turns, have been Per- 


which is.not ſo, on the Penalry of ex- 
eluſean from chriſtian Communion, for nog: 
compliance, is the worſt of thn 


him, upon thoſe effential Points. 


* 


— 


Fi | y "1 7 

* 4 4 1 7 ; & 240 97 54 5 * iy; © 
it ene i t. ann 

” Teanpdt büt think, when 1 hear ht 


Bultle fothe make about Orrbodoq, 


and ſeundhef of. Faith, that ſuch for- 


get themſelves to be Men, becauſe if 


"they dd not, they would Conkider thn 
every Man is Or:hedox to himſelf : As 


we are all thes to be allowed fallibl, 
and variouſly determined in our Judg- 


ments, by an Infinite almoſt of Accidents 


and Circumſtances, why ſhould the par- 


ticular Turn of one Man's Mind; be made 
the Standard of another's Rectitude in 
TEmking 2 The aſſumption, therefore, 
of any Credenda, which ſome Men can 
come into, to be made a Rule for all o- 
thers, is what belongs not to 4 fallible 
Being, let them never ſo much beat 
the Stamp of Ort bodoxy, becauſe there 
are no oppoſite Propofitions that 'havs 


any Believers, but are ory jot as Or- 
heve them: 


thodox to thoſe who bell 
And, as every Man is to anſwer for him- 
ſelf only in ſuch Caſes, it is the higheſt 
Arrogancy, as well as the higheſt Fol- 
ly, for any other to preſcribe. a Rule 


for his Conduct, in Matters of Belief. 
= 7 Perſon, therefore, who duly re- 


s upon his own Falljbility, will ne- 
ver pretend to obtrude his own. Deter- 


minations upon others, nor be uneaſy 
with others, for concluding — 
| | 1 


[1 RE — 


2 


(25; wy 
if they agree... t in {p ch Eſſentiali as 
are inſeparable from Sass. and In- 
regrity of . Mind. Kd. Mat 

How. far the. abovernentian'd ROT 
of Orchadg mien pence our pre- 
ſent Ge ater Wl. not -pretend 
to determine "Thee, 'of them, parti- 
cularly T hear, bad brought, new Draughts . 
for a Creed; but they not readily an- 
ſwering. to. 1 e 155 mand of Tnfallibilicy, 
the pious Work man (hip was returned 
upon their Hands; which gave ſuch a 
mortifyi ock to 3 thoſe Gentlemen, as 
may ht A yd to expreſs ; but on the 
Returns, and Glowings of Reſentment, 
when the . was ſtrong upon 
them, they might naturally enough call 
to mind, the eſcri tion of the als 
Agonies in Virgil: "AY rio BI 8 


4 © SM non Videus, non cal nus, 
Non te manſere come: * Jed Pectus an- 

( belum, 
E Rabie, era Corda tument major qʒ videri f 
Nec wortale ſonans : 5 Ae, of Numine 


1 gandg | 


"2 
1100 2 


Jam propiore Dei 
g e And again; 
— - Toimanis mn 21011 3 


Mine Gu nagnun 75 7 mer 27 ue 
e 2 D, 22 Q Wc ; th Ge 
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1 „Ibo 1 1 mY at Fo Ann ta 
& the Confefſo + of Faith, made by 
the rd 7 le A tote par- 
Fe ticularly at excellent One compo. 
« fed” by the Aff embly . Pe 0 Weſtminſter ; 
yet I cannot Rap i ſeribe to 
any humane Compoli polition, i Foun, 
7 dation of my Faith, but 1 in as far as 
& jt ſelf is foomded on the holy Word 
« of God, which | muſt ow t6 be my 
6 O Creed, Conf, feffron of. Faith, and 
66 52 of Divinity in the ſtricteft and 
„ moſt proper Senfe. Fof it is in obe⸗ 
1 dience to Chriſt, that | obliged 
te to call no Man Father 49 eligion, 
** but God, nor any Man the cops 
* Teacher of it, bur] Himfelt, .* 24h 34g 5 


8 But the moſt ee 

gf this Affair, is, that Mr. Bragbing t 

- ſhould be amongſt = the Pr be 100 
auen 

deem 


* 


Neem a a Ne er Revelayion- mil er 


57) 
tres: to e * manner of enden 


between a 8 Lyyaly,' and th 
Falent urs of 07 12 957 Ballowing for 
King George in treets, and Wt 


2 of à li, and the "Brno 


5 Slavery an Doots - "the 
Synod ; the Mirth of a' Jong, and the 


Severity of a Gd. And yet ſo it is, 


this merry neteer, is become a moſt 
 arthodox Fatber, who can -Seconnt for 
it? There Was, indeed; ſome he wo 
between _ a | facoribus- F 

and a. witty neacher, | between. 
Levity of a get, and " Whi 
Diving and ir may be accounted” for, 
how the Lay Þ of Conver ſhould 
oth. over aw , and trifle pleaſantly in 


91 5 
xpreſſion of this Gentleman concerning 


the e Creed, thay it was à toil 
miſt than a Chri. 


of Words fiter for a 


7125 8 Who at that ime could have 


mhgught it, that he himſelf ' ſhould ſet 
. a 1 08 and praktice the 


| n his hboùrs, who had 
25 unfatferably Winy San In. 
2 ure? 


Sir I defire your Excuſe forthis Le 
. 


vity, the Mirth pf the Subject 7s 


ing, and there is no f aking of Mr. 


g in any other Turn. The 80. 
lemnity 
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How agtecably Pretty was an 


err rr 
Ae by 
Su 3 g _ 


yo — W. 
Tr ON 24s 8 


— 


4 —— 


CP 


\ K a = TY 


(C 280 
lemnity. e Cloak cannot gonceal th 
Konig. hs ottle 3 the F peat 
andty of ES 901 Vill never be able 
to":throw. 0! Acquaintance Ip 

the waage 2 to Uh hs Tom 
bo guarded * a rtillery q 
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2 - After. this general Arndt * this 
Tranſaction, = theſe Reflections upon 
the $ given a 0 proud, 

e „J come to the m. Prefs | 
art of my Defign, Wis. 1 15 con- 

— with you, upon the Honour 
done to the Diſſenters, as A. Body, by 
ilters' Jecharing 


he Majority of their 70 il 


or Liberty, in the t and mo 
important Acceptation of: that Tarn. 
, in this Part, I eonecive it neceſſary 
10 ke notice of ſome part, of the Charge \ 
brought againſt. Diſenters, by. the Writ; 
4er of 5 Conduct conſtder l.. 
There they ſtand accuſed. for ſuch, 2 
Narrowneſs of, Principle, and ſuch a 
Severity of Behaviour, as makes it even 
unſaſe for the Goyernment to truſt Fen 
in Places of Power, and throws them 
a af a Right to all thoſe Priviledges, 
which are the Conſequence of the Biſhop 
of Bangors Doctrine of Liberty. I know 


0 9 AR Prejudice 1 it can be to ve 


N 


* up to 5 

ſake, hole e been nurrom enough. 
end have behaved thetf:lves ſaffiently 
blemeable; don loge. particular” Cor en- 

F z büt With what tice 

e thus 1 > We have 

ona Popular 2 Reforitationis, as 
well as od; a Due there» 
fote, is abe, to be ufbrai ed with 
paſt- Errors, + after they have renou 
chem; than an enitent with pal 
Otimes. ff t they e Pen miſled in 
Points of Confcience, and chriſtian Free- 
dom, they have ſeen their Error, aud 
have now reſolved to conduct themſelves 
by more generdus Principles. They have 
_pronou need ĩt reaſonable to give the ſame 
Allowance to others in Di//enting from 
them, as the Aquite in excuſe for their 
own Diſſentions; and as they deny {n- 
fallibility to bers, lo ey diſclaim it 
in them ſelves. 
I ſhall not pretend to be for particulat 
a5 ſome; in accounting for- his happ 24 
Change, and think it not worth Dif- 
puting about its chief Motives; and am 
willing enough to own, as lome will 
have it, that the generous Sentiments 
of the Biſhop of Bangor, and his noble 


Defences, and Explanations of the Do- 


Qrine of „ both Civil _ Reli- 
 &foury, 


and 1 8.6 end bur 
rs and all the;true Attributes 
ſhionable 


fa generous Mind, Weft 
Te happy. Union of bis Maj [80 
Subjefts in true P 8 35 


will, it is to be 507 = a ee 
pn to that hat collective Power ore the 1 
n geſeating all Projects and Attempts that 
may affect pur Conſtitution, and tend ta 
introduce Slavery of any ſort. And l 
eagnot but on this Occgſion, let my 
Thoughts run ſo forward Into Futurity, 
as imagine ſomewhat: like the. follows 
ing may be the compolure of an ee 
Ke h * Of __ 5 0 


c 


« Ever 1 the grand K 
from the Errors of Rome, and the ſet- 
8 © ling a National Proteſtant Church, 
© that owe no Head under Feſut 
* Chriſt, but the regal Power; there 
* continy'd an uneaſy Diſſention there · 
© from amongſt ſome who were yet for 
* carrying the Work further: They were 
* at firſt called b wy the general Name of 
" * Puritans, beca a aſſerted a greater 
Puri, 


. 
* : 2 
* a 
i | 
1 | 
* of 1 — 
( 3. hin 4 ; | 


] b Purity in Religion, than the nationals 


- _ * — Wed... 
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« formed Church, but after ſome Time, 
« they broke out into many ſubordinate | 
« Unealineſs to one another. The 4 
« Legiſlature ſometimes put them under 4 
« Reſtraints. and Hardſhips ; but fuch 4 
% Meaſures were found generally to ren- q 
« der them more obſtinate, and to ſtreng- bl. 
« then their Intereſt 3 and thus, as the 4 
« Policy, or Caprice of the Adminiſtration, - a 
« gave them morè or leſs Liberty, did , 
| © they. continue more or Jeſs united with - *# 
| © one another; but it was always obſer- - ; 
ved, that the caſier they were made by. _ 
« their Superiors, the more wncharitably. p 
« they. behaved amongſt themſelves, in. F 
« ſomuch.that they would often practiſe ö 
« the fame Impoſitions, as to Matters of ö 
« Faith and Diſcipline, upon their Bre- - 


te thren, as they complained againſt with 
« bitterneſs in the national Church, and 
« all other Churches. But in the Reign 
« of K. George the Iſt, Affairs were tran- 
te ſated with ſo much Candor, Juſtice, 
% and good Senſe, that a publick Spirit run 
& thro* the whole Kingdom : The Parl;- 
* ament repealed As that laid ſome par- 23 
4 ticular Subjects under Dirqualifcativns | 
* for Service, and put the Diſſenters up- 
on a Foot with their fellow Subjects; 
and the Diſenters themſelves, by a 
11; 29 bs Synod, 


% Synod, or an Aſſembly of their Mini. 
s {ters in the City of London, paſſed ſome 
Articles in Form as Teſts of Commu: 
* nion and Church-Memberſhip, where. 
in nothing was made neceſſary there. 
© unto, but a Belief in the inſpired Wii. 
tings; and the Holy Scriptures alone 
were made the Rule of their Faith. 
There were indeed ſome violent Tem- 
pers, who oppoſed theſe chriſtian Mea. 


e ſures, and were > re retaining hu- 
rticles of Faith ; but 


* mane Forms for Articles th; b 
they were out-voted, and the good 
* Sence,-and benevolent Conduct of that 


* Reign, ſoon won them overto Convicti- 


Hon, or ſhained them out of their Obſti- 
4 nacies, and ſpiritual Impoſitions: Io 
* this good Diſpofition, very much con. 
5 c tributed the P reac hing an | Writings of 
an eminent Prelate, firſt Biſhop of Ban 
&* gr, — who, notwithſtanding great 
« Oppoſition, at laſt ſilenced all his 
Enemies, entirely vanquiſhed the Re- 
% mains of Papacy, and brought chriſtian 
« Liberty, and a reaſonable Religion, into 
„the greateſt Eſteem, R 
Thus, Sir, altho' a Stranger to you perſonally, I have 
been free in lay ing my Thoughts before you on this 
Affair; and I hope thjs Freedom will not draw any 
Reſentment, or Invectivè upon you, by thoſe whomay 
be diſpleaſed hereby, that can give a good. Man an) 
Uneaſinels; Their Temper 1 &now too well, but their 
Power, I thank God, is reſtrained. - That you may 
long live to afliſt in the propagatisa of Principles of 
Liberty and true Religion, and in defeating Superſti 
tion, and Prieſt- craft, is the fincere Wiſh of your molt 
humble Servant, Ce. | P OST: 
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Ome Uneaſineſs I have been under, at 

the Freedom taken, with your Name, 
jn the foregoing Narrative and Remarks, 
and at the Publication-of Matters much 
fitter for Concealment, is now entirely 
removed; and I find my firſt Inducements 
thereunto, from the Apprehenſions of ha- 
ving it mangled and falſified in the com- 
mon Papers, juſtified by the Flying- Poſi 
of-lalt Saturday. 2 of 
By what hath been already faid, it too 
much appears, with what Injuſtice, Ve- 
hemency, and even ill-Manners it was 
managed om the Part of the Creed. ma- 
kers, or Orthodox, when debating in open 
Aſſembly; but that when they were out- 
Voted, they ſhould palm themſelves up- 
on the World for the London Miniſters, 
by a common Intelligence, and abuſe - 
and falſiſy their Brethren who were 
a Majority, by the ſame. Conveyance, 
is ſuch; a Sample of holy Fury, and er- 
todox. Honefly, as cannot be matched 
in Hiſtory 5 but, a Fool's Coat, it ſeems, 
is of equal uſe to all kinds of Impoſture; 
and Orthodoxy," as well as Phyſick, a Creed 
as well as rRacgyet, may have its àAdvan- 


age in, being, handed. to, the Mob, in 
7% 


* 


luch a Dreſs, 1 


of 


: . 
II have not leiſure, at preſent, to take 
due Notice of all the Falſehood, which 

theſe pious London Miniſters have thought 
fit to convey. through that reputable In- 
former the Lying. Pot, and ſhall therefore 
only obſerve to you, upon a Paſſage cr 
two that are plain Contradictions. 
The main Queſtion here, as before taken 
Notice, is wilfully miſrepreſented, for it 
was never ſuffered to be put what Opt. 
nion the Miniſters preſent were of, with 
relation to the Trinity, but whether any 
humane Compoſitions on that Head 
ſhould he made 3 Teſt of Church-Mem- 
ber{hip. This was before ſaid to be 
carry'd in the Negative by a Majorit), 
and for Reaſons already given: All pri. 
vate Reaſons; then with the Minority for 
making ſome what of that kind a Teſt, and 
their Proteſts, and Proceedipg afterwards, 
tignify'd nothing as to the Authority of 
that Aſſembly, knd were to' all Intent 
and Purpoſes extrajudicial. The Haran- 
gues therefore of their hopeful Advocate, 
about the Boaſts of Dr.C—— ks Diſciples, 
the Soundneſs of their Feſt-Articles, and 
the Imputation of Ani Trinitarianiſn, 

can have no other Effect than to'fhew 1 
preat deal of Pride and ill Nature, as wel 
as Folly ; for wlfat Sucteſs could ſuch an 
 Aﬀinbly poſlibly* hope for,” in putting: 

ſtop to the DifferenecFamopyſttheir Bre 
r „%%%%§»ͤÄöÜ ĩvꝛd as $76, thre! 
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thren in the Country, when they adu- 


ally ſhould go into arties with th 


pon the very Subject, about which they 
were in difference? But to be an Anti- 
 Trnitarian,it ſeems,ls ſomething ſodread- 

ful, that thoſe, Men are reſalv'd to get 
rid of it, tho? at the expence of theip Chri- 
ſtianity, and rather than be unſdund in 
Doctrine, will be inhumane and unſocia- 
ble in their Behaviour. 3 


Ine reſt of this Scribler's Fallification 


I ſhall take Notice of in his own Words: 


For theſe Reaſons, the Forms above: 


* written, and no ether, were offer'd: And 


* the Body of London Miniſters, to the 
Number of Threeſtore, perſonally and di- 


* linfly ſubſcrib'd bout the Articles, and 
© Anſwers, as expreſſive of the Scripture 
* Dodrine of the Holy Trinity, which 
therefore they heartily believe, and 
* gladly bore their publick Teſtimonꝝ to. 

_ © Theſe Sixty, without pretending to 


_ © impoſe upon any, invited their Brethren 


to join with them in the ſame Declara- 
ration and Subſcription, but could not 
have the Satisfaction of obtaining it; but 
« inſtead of this, the reſt proceeded by 
*themſelves,” to the Conſideration of the 
paper of Advices, as more agreeable to 
* their Inclination, and paſs'd em as they 
*pleas'd. Upon which, they that ſub- 


 ſcrib'd had nothing left them to do, but 
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© as the BODY of the Miniſters of Landon, 

in a ſolemn Meſſage by. Two of their 
© Members, to PROTEST againſt all 
< Proceeding sof the reſt in their abſence, 

and fo left the Place. 5 
They that refus'd to. ſubſcribe the 
c forefud Article and Anſwers concerning 
© the Trinity, ſtaid behind, to the Num 
© ber of Fift ty; of which, near one third 


could not be Teckon'd ſtated Miniſters in 


© or near London, much leſs. Paſtors of 
© Churches there ; but collected from far, 


© out of ſeveral G and to ſerve the 


* Purpoſes of thoſe that ſent for em: And 
© what is repreſented with ſo aſſuming. av 
Air, in the Account publiſh'd, ,as re- 
© folv'd, and afſzrted,, and finiſ#'d, and 
carry d, c. is, after all, to be under- 
fſtood only as what” Was done by this 
© mixt Company that ſtaid behind, and ad; 
* journ'd themſelves from time to time, 

calling in what new Numbers they 
© could, after.the Body of the Miniſters = 
« London had born 190 Teſtimony and 
© Proteſt as above, and were withdrawn. 
Herein you will obſerve, that the 
Number 53, who voted for a bumene Teſt, - 
is increaſed to 60 ; and 57, the Number 
1 I it, ſunk to 50, wah the Addition 
the impudent Calumny of their not 
_ 1195 two Thirds lated Miniſters. 
But the moſt remarkable e 
thñat 
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that a blind Zeal hath thrown this Rela- 


ter into, is, That he ſhould aſſume a Ma- 


Fraß, call them, the Body of the Miniſters 
of London, Ge. and yet bring them into 
a Proteſt againſt the other Side, the Mi- 
nority, and leave the Chair, aud Place of 


* 


Aſſembly, for them to continue acting in, 
in Form, until the whole they came a- 
bout was finiſhed. It is a Matter blame- 
able enough, in Point of Order and De- 
cency, for a Minoriq, in any Aſſembly 
where the Autiorty” of their Deciſions 
is taken from the Votes of the greater, 
Number, to diſpute the Legality and 


Force of any thing ſo paſſed, and much 
more to oppoſe to, or bring into Compe- 
lition, the Opinion of the leſſer with that 
of the greater Number; and this is what 
was never ſuffered in any civilized Com- 
munities; and yet theſe very orthodox 
Gentlemen, not only behave with Rude- 
neſs and IIl-manners to a Majority, by 
which they are out · voted ih open Aſſem- 
bly, and conteſt the Validity of their De- 
ciſions; but in the moſt ſcandalous Con- 
veyance poſſible, falſely hand it to the 
World, that they are the Majority; tho“ 


with this Self- Contradict ion, at the ſame 
Time, that they Proteſted againſt the o- 


ther, and left the Place: For it was ne- 
ver before known, that the greater Num- 
ber quitted the Place of Buſineſs for the 
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kiſſer and had oc: t proteſ al 1 
their. ny, ſe; Gentlemen; TH 
indeed, are, very. fit 0 b e truſted v ith: 4 
Creed making for others, vip 1 not 
1 ute; rity Ehough to 0 Maier. 1 
| Fact w Hout Perverſion and Fa Falſbood | 
Bus with the Trade of FA 55 may, ' 
perhaps, engroſs her, Polictes, too z a f 
Ber Tnfallibility, put on her Honeſty, and 
be as crafty, . as they are. raft 5 15 1 
— Pudet hes offrabria ! 8 5 ' 
I know, ir, it muſt be yours, a eV. 
ery good Man's Concgrn,. and Shame, 10% 
ſee or hear of theſe Things; „ but fome- 
Alleviation it is to ſuch A ncern, chat, | 1 
Truth and Integ grity. Have fair Play F 
giinſt Craft and Im peſtnre, "And let thee 
Men carry, their Park Mk or Polit tical. } 
Flity of Orthodoxy, as far as they pleiſe,, 1 | 
they may depepd u on ft. that in theſe, * 
Times of Liberty, Gan, and Forbear- 
ance, they will be marked amongſt the. 
Dj Mn, bers uf ou Peace. 2 : 


We are now allarmed with an . in Tü 1 
of a Popiſh Prince; and the very ſame Realons that I 
make me, againſt their Succeſs, determine me alſo to, 
be againft thoſe Invaders of our Faith: For I had 24, 
lieve anqt lier Man fhould hase the Property of my Fer- 
lon, or Eſtate, as of my Conſcience, and my Unde | 

OY, 1 am, KC „ 
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